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The Horse Whisperer

Annie and Robert McClean live in New York. They have a thirteen-year-old daughter, Grace. Grace has a riding accident in which she and her beloved horse, Pilgrim, are seriously injured. When neither Grace nor Pilgrim is able to recover from the accident, Annie asks the help of Tom Booker, a man who cures troubled horses and who lives on a ranch in Montana, USA. When Tom comes to see Pilgrim, he says that the horse is extremely damaged for him to help.

However, Annie still feels that Grace will only get better if her horse recovers. She takes them both across America to Montana, where she contacts Tom, who very reluctantly agrees to look at the horse again.


Tom could hear Pilgrim kicking the door of the old stable. 


The horse looked worse than he remembered. How could he even stand when his front leg was so thin? But here he was, kicking like a wild animal.


Tom drove from the stable to Annie’s house and pushed the bell. He was surprised at the horrid face of the girl who answered the door.


As Tom followed Grace into the sitting room, he noticed her leg and stick. The television was on and Grace sat down in front of it. Tom knew that she wanted him to feel unwelcome.


« Listen, » she muttered. « I don’t know if she’s told you but I don’t want to know anything about this. It was all her idea. I think it is crazy and weird. They should just let Pilgrim die. » 


At that point, Annie came in from the hall.


« Well, » Tom said in a nervous tone, « he is in a bad state. »


He didn’t know how he was going to tell her the bad news. Then over her shoulder, he saw Grace. She didn’t seem upset, though she was trying to look uninterested. Suddenly it became clear how the three of them – the mother, the daughter and the horse – were all joined in suffering. If he could help the horse, perhaps he could help them all. He had worked it all out. 


He heard himself saying, « Perhaps we could do something. » 


Annie’s eyes shone with hope.


« I said perhaps, but I need to know something first. It is a question for Grace. »


Grace looked at him.


« I can only help a horse if the owner is there. I am still not sure I can do anything with old Pilgrim. But I’ll try if you help me. Do you have a problem with that, Grace? »


There was no answer from Grace. She left the room. Tom turned to Annie. « Right, I have to go now. »


« Wait! What does she have to do? »


« Just be there. Help me. »


He was on his way out when he saw Grace standing in the doorway of the sitting room. She said something softly without looking at him. 


« I’m sorry? What was that? » 


« I said all right. I’ll do it. »

READING COMPREHENSION
A- Read the text carefully. (10 minutes)
B- Give full answers to the following questions. (12 minutes) 15 points
1. Why does Annie decide to go to Montana?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. How does Grace behave when Tom comes to the house? Justify.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. What does she think about her mother’s idea? Explain.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. On what condition does Tom agree to help Pilgrim?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. Personal: Which do you enjoy more – reading a book or watching a film?  Why?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
C. Give the definitions, synonyms or opposites of the following bold words or expressions. (8 minutes) 5 points
· Injured: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· Cures: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· Reluctantly: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Wild: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Horrid: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Muttered: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Weird: ……………………………………………………………………………………………..……………

· Nervous: …………………………………………………………………………………………..…………..

· Upset: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· He had worked it all out: ………………………………………………………………………………………

D. Find in the text words that have the same meaning as the following: (5 minutes) 6 points

1. Completely ………………………………………………………………..

2. Gets better …………………………………………………………………

3. A place where they keep horses …………………………………………..

4. A cane …………………………………………………………………….

5. Sparked  …………………………………………………………………..

6. In a smooth low voice …………………………………………………….

E. Write the correct form of the words in bold: (4 minutes) 6 points
1. The treatments in New York had all proved to be negatively …………………….. Success

2. For months after the accident, Grace looked pale and ………………… Health

3. ………………………, Annie was able to stay with her daughter and her husband. Fortunate

4. The horse was disobedient and it was ………………to ride. Danger

5. When Tom came to the house, Grace’s behavior was awful and ………………….Friend

6. Annie had no time for people who hid their feeling or were ………………..all the time. Anxiety
GRAMMAR
I. Complete the story by putting the verbs into the Present Perfect, Past Simple, Past Continuous or Past Perfect. (6 minutes) 7 points
The police ………………………. (capture) the famous jewel thief Gregory, better known as Greg. They ………………………….. (arrest) him last night following a disturbance next to a nightclub in one of districts of the city of Sheffield. Dancers emerging from the nightclub ………………………………. (hear) the sound of gunfire. One witness ……………………………….  (already hear) men arguing before a shot ……………………………… (ring out). The police ………………………….  (arrive) two minutes later. A local resident …………………………………… (call) them on hearing the shot. Greg ………………………. (shoot) his partner in the crime, the notorious gangster MCrae, who was left dying in a pool of blood. The two criminals ……………………… (fall out) over gambling debts and protection payments. Apparently McRae …………………………….. (attempt) to shoot Gregory when Greg ……………………….  (turn) the gun on its owner. The police …………………………….. (catch) Greg as he …………………………………… (try) to break into a nearby car to make his escape. Police .. ………………………… (discover) a diamond in Greg’s pocket worth ten million pounds. Greg ………………………….. (steal) the diamond from a warehouse only days before. 

II. Error Analysis: Underline the mistake/s you find in each sentence and correct it/them in the space provided. If the sentence is correct, draw a smiley face in the blank space ☺. (11 minutes) 17.5 points
1. You had a bad grade yesterday, hadn’t you? ……………………………………………………………..

2. Scott knew that dead was near. He started beeing afraid. …………………………………………………

3. I work regularly for international organizations. …………………………………………………………..

4. Are you listenning? I have told you not to talk! ……………………………………………………………

5. The sandwich is smelling funny; don’t eat it. ………………………………………………………………

6. The doctor advised him to take in cicling. ………………………………………………………………….

7. He’s extremly fast; he already finished the exercise. ………………………………………………………

8. I live in Washington, though I’ve stayed in London at the moment. ……………………………………..
9. We had lunch when we heard the news. ………………………………………………………………….
10. Wow ! Look at you ! You had lost a lost of weight. ……………………………………………………..
11. I have wrote three letters today. ………………………………………………………………………….
12. How many times did she call since she has come to New York? ………………………………………..
13. I closed the door quietly because he had tried to sleep. ………………………………………………….
14. What kind of work had she had before she starts acting? …………………………………………..
15. What is she doing? She is standing inside the house, and she is seeing the kids from the window. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
16. It is getting late, so Mrs Donaldson is wanting her children to come inside. …………………………….
17. When I was younger, I would have short hair but I didn’t used to dye it. ………………………………..
18. I’m watching an historical movie about the great british artist William Hogarth. …………………….. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
III. Fill in the gaps with the right prepositions. (3 minutes) 3.5 points
1. Who’s Donna going out …………….. these days ?

2. I don’t understand what she sees …………. him. He’s horrible!

3. I am afraid I can’t make it. I simply can’t go through …….. it.
4. Put …………… your jacket. It’s freezing outside!
5. George has taken ………. riding. He has always been interested in horses.

6. The film had already started when they showed …………….

7. I am keen …………………. bungee jumping. I find it exciting.
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