Boy of 14 Could be Youngest Professional Conductor


For a professional conductor, Jose Angel Salazar has a fresh-faced, youthful demeanour: he is quite short, with large hands, a narrow frame and a face framed by a mass of dark curls. But if Salazar looks boyish then it's because he is in fact a boy. At 14, and recently appointed to direct a Venezuelan youth orchestra, he may well be the youngest conductor in the world.


Salazar has up to 80 musicians in the Youth Orchestra of Nueva Esparta at his command, of whom more than half are older than he is. "I've been invited to conduct other orchestras that are made up of adults and it's easier," he said. The shift in role, from friend and peer to leader, is a challenge Salazar must overcome not only for his own sake, but for that of the orchestra. 


 "Conducting is a wordless language. I have to convey confidence to the musicians in order to get a confident performance back from them. I have to co-ordinate my body's movements with the music," he said. 


 But despite articulating feelings with a maturity that seems well beyond his years, Salazar can find his job daunting. "It's hard because I have to find the way to communicate, or sometimes scold in anger kids who are much older than me," he said. 


 Along with Los Angeles Philharmonic conductor Gustavo Dudamel and Edicson Ruiz, who at 17 became the youngest musician to join the Berlin Philharmonic, Salazar is one of the success stories to come out of the Venezuelan orchestra system known as El Sistema. 


 El Sistema was started 37 years ago by Jose Antonio Abreu, a retired economist and musician whose aim was to give children a route out of poverty through music. Today there are more than 285 child and youth orchestras in Venezuela.
Salazar was eight when he joined El Sistema. The son of schoolteachers, neither he nor anyone in his family had much exposure to classical music. 

 "I went to a flute concert with my dad and grandfather and I cried three times," he said. While most children his age would have wept from boredom, Salazar said he felt delighted. He dropped karate lessons and started learning the flute. 

 His favourite composer is Schubert. "On the one hand, certain pieces make me feel like I must give up flute lessons. On the other hand, I get so thrilled when I just hear the first three notes of Schubert's 5th," he said.                                    Author: Virginia Lopez Caracas
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Grade 9

                                                Reading Comprehension Test (Grade ________/ )
A. Find in the text words that mean the same as the following: (7 points)
1. The way someone looks or behaves (paragraph 1): …………………………………..
2. A person who is of the same age (paragraph 2): ………………………………………

3. Make parts work together (paragraph 3): ……………………………………………..

4. Making someone feel worried or scared (Paragraph 4): ……………………………...

5. Intention, plan or target (Paragraph 6): ……………………………………………….

6. Cried with noise (Paragraph 8): ……………………………………………………….
7. Excited (Paragraph 9): …………………………………………………………………

B. Read the following statements and circle T if they are true or F if they are false, then justify your choice by quoting from the text: ( 12 points)
1. Jose Angel Salazar is slim with curly hair.         T                       F
………………………………………………………………………………………
2.  Jose Angel Salazar is the conductor of the Venezuelan National Orchestra. T         F
………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Jose Angel Salazar finds it more difficult to conduct adults than children. T            F
………………………………………………………………………………………
4. Jose Angel Salazar talks about feelings in a mature way.          T                    F
………………………………………………………………………………………
5.  Jose Angel Salazar finds his job easy and straightforward.       T                 F
………………………………………………………………………………………
6.  Jose Angel Salazar comes from a classical music background.    T                  F
……………………………………………………………………………………
C. Read the text again then answer the following questions in full sentences. USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 

1. How does Salazar describe conducting? Explain. (4 points)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Why was El Sistema originally created? (4 points)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Why did Salazar cry at the flute concert? Would other children react in the same way as Salazar? Why? (4 points)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. What is Salazar's reaction to Schubert's 5th symphony? (4 points)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
D. Personal Question/ Answer: (5 points)
Write a 120- word academic paragraph to answer the following question:

Who is the most remarkable person you have ever met? Why?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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