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         English Final Exam 
        Grade 8 / 70 minutes 
           June 13th, 2017 

 
          2.5 pts (neatness) 

Reading Comprehension: (22 pts) 

Read the attached text and answer the following questions.  

1. Find words in the text that mean the same as: (3 pts)  

a- Given:   …………………………………… 

b- Present/existing: …………………………………… 

c- Foretell:   …………………………………… 

d- Unreal/simulated:  …………………………………… 

e- Unbeatable:  …………………………………… 

f- Seen/ considered:  …………………………………… 

2. Are these sentences True or False? Answer by quoting the text. (4 pts) 

a- People have always had an interest in the future.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b- The future won’t be fully computerized.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c- In the future, technology and human bodies will mix.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d- Life expectancy is expected to decrease in the future.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



Now answer in your OWN words! 
 

3. Based on the text, how can you define futurology? (2 pts) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Complete this summary with words from the list below. There are words you don’t need.    
(3 pts) 

capsule – smart – communication – longer - software – discovery – space – colonize – 
suitable – brains - live  

 
In the future, computers will have a voice recognition ……………………….. . Computers will also 

establish easy ……………………………..between people. All the devices that we’ll be using will be 

…………………… , with even the possibility of being connected to people’s…………………. . 

Nanotechnology will give us …………………… lives. We might also ……………… new planets.   

  
5. Based on the text, describe the “Homo Cyberneticus” (or the future man).  Include in your 

answer 3 different “characteristics or skills. (3 pts)  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
6. Why is Kurzweil worried about the continuous progress of science and technology? (2 pts) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 



7. Which prediction would you NOT like to come true? Why? Answer the question giving two 
arguments to support your point of view. (5 pts) 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Grammar and Vocabulary: (25.5 pts) 
 
 

1- Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs in brackets. (7 pts) 

 
1. Justin _______________________________ (write, currently) a book about his adventures in 

Tibet. I hope he can find a good publisher when he is finished. 

2. This delicious chocolate __________________ (be) made by a small chocolatier in Switzerland. 

3. She was so annoying! She ___________________________ (leave, always) her dirty dishes in 

the sink. I think she ________________________ (expect) me to do them for her. 

4. When Sarah goes on vacation next month, she _________________________ (study) German for 

over two years. She should be able to communicate fairly well while she is in Austria. 

5. Lately, things ______________________ (change) a lot at Coltech, Inc. When we first 

___________________ (start) working here three years ago, the company _________________ 

(have, only) six employees. Since then, we ________________________ (expand) to include 

more than 2000 full-time workers.  

6. Sarah __________________(climb) the Matterhorn and ____________________ (sail) around 

the world by the time she turned twenty-five.  

7. A car alarm ____________________________ (ring) somewhere down the street. It’s driving me 

crazy. I wish it would stop! It______________________ (ring) for more than twenty minutes.  

8. When you arrive in Stockholm tomorrow, call my friend Gustav. He _____________________ 

(show) you around the city.  



2- Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the words in brackets. (6 pts) 
 
1. The job advertisement stated that every _______________________ (apply) may 

negotiate the salary and work schedule.   

2. Doctor Matthews is a famous _________________________ (surgery) operating on 

patients with critical medical conditions.   

3. In the early 1900s, an ___________________________ (archeology) found dinosaur 

bones in China. 

4. Because of the water _______________________ (short), homeowners are only allowed 

to water their lawns on certain days. 

5. I’m hoping to find an __________________ in advertising when I leave college. (employ) 

6. The ________________ of people don’t decide on their career until their late 20s. (major) 

 
3- Circle the correct alternative. (4 pts) 

 
1. I work an eight-hour schedule / shift , and sometimes I have to work at night. 

2. This is a menial / skilled job because you don’t need any qualifications or training. 

3. Internet explorer is the world’s most popular Internet application / browser.  

4. I was ill and off work / down to work for three days.  

5. If you want to follow my journey around the world, read my daily podcast / blog. 

6. The spokesperson / accountant explained the government’s view and answered questions. 

7. He sat for / sat off  an important exam.  

8. Is it your job to supervise / serve the customers as quickly as possible in this shop? 

 

4- Fill in the blanks with a suitable word from the box. There are more words than you 
need. (3.5 pts) 
 

 

 

1. Every time a _____________________ dies out, we forever lose a part of our natural world. 

2. The school distributed pamphlets _____________________ good dental hygiene.  

3. She’s _______________ the age where she needs a babysitter. 

4. Television is an increasingly important __________________ of communication.  

5. The scientist used a _________________ arm to examine the radioactive material.  

6. We have _________________ information that a strike is planned next month.  

7. My mother couldn’t stand food ______________________. She always made us eat everything 
on our plates. 

 

 

promoting – reliable – earn up – tedious – bionic – species – heading – past –means – waste - trends 



5- Rewrite the following sentences using the given words. (6 pts) 

1. The thief ran too fast. The police didn’t catch him. (If) 

….……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. We don’t have any matches so we can’t light a fire. (If) 

..…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. We cannot go to the beach because it is raining. (Unless) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. Christopher Columbus was a sailor. He discovered America. (who) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

5. The lady is the head teacher of my school. Her son plays football with me. (whose) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

6. We rented a boat yesterday. It turned out to be in poor condition. (which) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 



Grade 8          June 13th, 2017 
Final Exam  

 
Fantasy or Reality 

For millennia, human beings have looked up at the night sky and asked themselves, "What does it all 
mean?" One of the oldest recorded answers is provided by astrology: the belief that the stars and planets 
strongly influence our lives. Nowadays, it’s a whole different story! Here’s what Hannah Jones has to say 
about futurology.  

I must confess I am obsessed with the future, and I am not the only one. Over the centuries, people have 
used the stars, cards, crystal balls and even tea-leaves to look into the future. I still read my horoscope 
every day: “When you get home on Friday, you will receive some very good news”, or “At the weekend, 
after you’ve done the shopping, you will have a pleasant surprise.” I never have a pleasant surprise in the 
supermarket car park, but who knows? I might!  

This weekend, however, we will get a surprise because hundreds of futurologists are meeting at 
Newcastle University. The conference starts on Thursday and the experts will be discussing the current 
scientific trends and the impact of technology on the future. The future is now big business. I logged on 
to websites where some professional futurologists predict the following:   

 The communication technology already exists, so very soon all of us are going to use our voices 
to give instructions to computers.  

 In the next few years, we will be communicating with our friends around the world using life-
sized video images on large screens in our living room. We will find ourselves in a new world of 
virtual realities.  

 Today, everything aspires to be smart: from the smartphone in your hand - to sometimes the 
ridiculous (Google Glass, Fitbit for dogs, Lily the selfie drone). Our future will look even smarter: 
smarter gadgets, smarter computers and smarter cities.  

 By the year 2020, computers will already have become more efficient and powerful than the 
human brain both in terms of intelligence and the amount of information they can store. Then, we 
will be linking our brains with “ultra-smart” computers. A new species might have developed: 
“Homo Cyberneticus”. 

 By the year 2030, genetic engineering and nanotechnology will have eradicated diseases and will 
enable us to live for at least 150 years. Using nanotechnology, tiny insect-like robots may be sent 
around our bodies to carry out repairs, cure diseases and keep us healthy.  

 By the end of the century, we will have colonized our solar system and will be looking for ways 
to colonize deep space. 

Much more interesting than horoscopes, I am sure you agree! I’ve decided I’m going to give up astrology 
and take up futurology. If you can’t beat the future, join it!   

“We are looking at how to use technological innovation to improve life on the planet,” futurologists 
insist. “Science has led to an incredible potential for growth and development. Maybe one day, who 
knows, people will be invincible."  

Scientist Ray Kurzweil has viewed the development of science and technology with anxiety and 
suspicion.  He’s worried there may be dangers for the human race. Well, let’s hope in the future 
our intelligence will be put to good use. 



English Final Exam                Grade 8 / 70 minutes 
                    June 13th, 2017 

 
          2.5 pts (neatness) 

Reading Comprehension: (22 pts) 
Read the attached text and answer the following questions.  

1. Find words in the text that mean the same as: (3 pts)  
a- Given:   ……provided……………………………… 
b- Present/existing: ……current……………………………… 
c- Foretell:   ……predict……………………………… 
d- Unreal/simulated:  ……virtual……………………………… 
e- Unbeatable:  ……invincible (powerful)………………………… 
f- Seen/ considered:  ……viewed …………………………… 

2. Are these sentences True or False? Answer by quoting the text. (4 pts) 
a- People have always had an interest in the future.  

……T…(l.1) .. For millennia, human beings have looked up at the sky and asked themsleves… 
(l.5) I must confess I am obsessed with the future, and I am not the only one. ……… 
 

b- The future won’t be fully computerized.  
……F…(l.20/21)… our future will look even smarter: smarter gadgets and smarter cities. ……… 
 

c- In the future, technology and human bodies will mix.  
………T…(l.24)… we will bw linking our brains with ultra-smart computers. … 
 

d- Life expectancy is expected to decrease in the future.  
……F     (l.26/27)… will have eradicated diseases and will enable us to live for at least 150 years.  
 

3. Based on the text, how can you define futurology? (2 pts) 
………Futurology:  forecasting of the future (predictions…) based on present trends in society.  

 

 

4. Complete this summary with words from the list below. There are words you don’t need.    
(3 pts) 

capsule – smart – communication – longer - software – discovery – space – colonize – 
suitable – brains - live  

 
In the future, computers will have a voice recognition …SOFTWARE….. . Computers will also establish 
easy ……COMMUNICATION……..between people. All the devices that we’ll be using will be 
…SMART……… , with even the possibility of being connected to people’s…BRAINS…………. . 
Nanotechnology will give us …LONGER……… lives. We might also …COLONIZE… new planets.   
  

5. Based on the text, describe the “Homo Cyberneticus” (or the future man).  Include in your 
answer 3 different “characteristics or skills. (3 pts)  

- Can establish easy communication with others 

- Lives surrounded by virtual realities  

- Has smart devices 



- Lives in smart/ computerized cities  

- Is very smart because his/her brain will be connected to computers 

- Lives healthier and longer lives might inhabit new planets.  

(If copied from the text max. 1pt.) 

 
 

6. Why is Kurzweil worried about the continuous progress of science and technology? (2 pts) 

…Kurzweil fears that the development of technology will endanger/harm/be risky for humans because 
people might have evil purposes.  …(use technology for bad purposes) ……………………………… 
(If copied 1 pt.) 
 
 

7. Which prediction would you NOT like to come true? Why? Answer the question giving two 
arguments to support your point of view. (5 pts) 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………PERSONAL……………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Grammar and Vocabulary: (25.5 pts) 
 
 

1- Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs in brackets. (7 pts) 
 

1. Justin ____is currently writing ___________ (write, currently) a book about his adventures in 
Tibet. I hope he can find a good publisher when he is finished. 

2. This delicious chocolate ___is (was)_______ (be) made by a small chocolatier in Switzerland. 
3. She was so annoying! She __would always leave/ was always leaving________ (leave, always) 

her dirty dishes in the sink. I think she ____expected____________ (expect) me to do them for 
her. 

4. When Sarah goes on vacation next month, she __will have studied/will have been studying___ 
(study) German for over two years. She should be able to communicate fairly well while she is in 
Austria. 

5. Lately, things ___have changed/have been changing____________ (change) a lot at Coltech, Inc. 
When we first ___started_________ (start) working here three years ago, the company _____only 
had_______ (have, only) six employees. Since then, we __have expanded_____________ 
(expand) to include more than 2000 full-time workers.  

6. Sarah __had climbed________________(climb) the Matterhorn and __(had) sailed __________ 
(sail) around the world by the time she turned twenty-five.  

7. A car alarm __is ringing ______________ (ring) somewhere down the street. It’s driving me 
crazy. I wish it would stop! It__has been ringing__________ (ring) for more than twenty minutes.  

8. When you arrive in Stockholm tomorrow, call my friend Gustav. He ___will show/ will be 
showing you + going to _______ (show) you around the city.  
 

2- Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the words in brackets. (6 pts) 
 
1. The job advertisement stated that every ______applicant_____________ (apply) may 

negotiate the salary and work schedule.   



2. Doctor Matthews is a famous ___surgeon _____________ (surgery) operating on 
patients with critical medical conditions.   

3. In the early 1900s, an __archeologist ____________ (archeology) found dinosaur bones 
in China. 

4. Because of the water ___shortage___________ (short), homeowners are only allowed to 
water their lawns on certain days. 

5. I’m hoping to find an __employment ____ in advertising when I leave college. (employ) 
6. The _majority_______ of people don’t decide on their career until their late 20s. (major) 
3- Circle the correct alternative. (4 pts) 
1. I work an eight-hour schedule / shift , and sometimes I have to work at night. 
2. This is a menial / skilled job because you don’t need any qualifications or training. 
3. Internet explorer is the world’s most popular Internet application / browser.  
4. I was ill and off work / down to work for three days.  
5. If you want to follow my journey around the world, read my daily podcast / blog. 
6. The spokesperson / accountant explained the government’s view and answered questions. 
7. He sat for / sat off  an important exam.  
8. Is it your job to supervise / serve the customers as quickly as possible in this shop? 

 
4- Fill in the blanks with a suitable word from the box. There are more words than you 

need. (3.5 pts) 
 

 
1. Every time a ___species______________ dies out, we forever lose a part of our natural world. 
2. The school distributed pamphlets __promoting_______________ good dental hygiene.  
3. She’s __past_____________ the age where she needs a babysitter.  
4. Television is an increasingly important ___means_______________ of communication. 
5. The scientist used a __bionic_______________ arm to examine the radioactive 

material. 
6. We have ___reliable______________ information that a strike is planned next month. 
7. My mother couldn’t stand food ____waste__________________.  

 
5- Rewrite the following sentences using the given words. (6 pts) 
1. The thief ran too fast. The police didn’t catch him. (If) 

….…If the thief hadn’t run too fast, the police would have caught him. ……………….. 
2. We don’t have any matches so we can’t light a fire. (If) 

..……If we had some matches, we would be able to / light a fire. ………………. 
3. We cannot go to the beach because it is raining. (Unless) 

………Unless it stops raining, we won’t go (be able to go) to the beach. ………………. 
4. Christopher Columbus was a sailor. He discovered America. (who) 

………Christopher Columbus was a sailor who discovered America. ……… 
Christopher Columbus, who discovered America, was a sailor. 

5. The lady is the head teacher of my school. Her son plays football with me. (whose) 
………The lady whose son plays football with me is the head teacher of my school. ……………. 

6. We rented a boat yesterday. It turned out to be in poor condition. (which) 
………The boat which we rented yesterday turned out to be in poor condition.  

We rented a boat yesterday which turned out in bad condition.  
 

promoting – reliable – earn up – tedious – bionic – species – heading – past –means – waste - trends 


